Western Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Club

We believe that not all learning happens in the classroom. In fact we believe that
some of life's biggest lessons happen in the least likely locations. This is how our
framework helps young people discover a talent, trait or passion at which they can
excel, giving them the confidence to take their future in stride.

The Duke of Edinburgh’s International Award is a global program with the goal of
challenging, empowering and recognizing young people between the ages of 14 and
24. Since 1963, we have helped motivate young Canadians to set goals and
challenge themselves to take control of their lives and futures. The classroom is not
the only place to nurture the potential of one of our country’s greatest natural
resources — our youth. We strive to reach young Canadians in communities across
the country and provide a platform that helps them chart their individual lives and
equips them with important life skills.

Today, The Duke of Edinburgh’s International Award - Canada can be found right
across the country, engaging over 20,000 young people and over 2,600 Award
Leaders annually. Our program is run in cities, rural and remote areas, through
government and independent schools, universities and colleges, and a wide range
of organizations such as Cadets, Scouts, Girl Guides, Indigenous youth groups, new
immigrant support programs, sports clubs, employers, youth detention centres and
community youth organizations.

Non- academic and non competitive:

The Award is a personal challenge which recognizes that there are a lot of aspects
to a well-rounded person, including achievements outside the classroom. Anyone
who puts in the effort will receive the Award, so youth can collaborate with peers
instead of competing with them. The Award is based on personal choice and reflects
the abilities and interests of individual participants. No two Awards are alike!

Great on applications:

Having the Award looks great on CVs, resumes, post-secondary applications, and
scholarships. Whether applying for post-secondary or about to enter the work
force, The Award shows commitment and achievement, as well as dedication to a
variety of activities. It also gives young people an opportunity to talk about
themselves and their passions outside of their formal education.
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